'.yC-- 


T 


THE  NEW  DOGMA  OF  THE  SOUTH -"SLAVERY  A  BLESSING." 


SPEECH 


OF 


HON.   HENRY  L.   DAWES,  OF    MASS. 


Delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  April  12,  1860. 


The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  "Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union — 

Mr.  DAWES  said: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  In  the  first  week  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  before  the  early  mutterings  of  the 
storm,  which  raged  for  more  than  forty  days 
about  thi3  Capitol,  had  reached  the  ear  of  the 
nation,  a  distinguished  member  from  Alabama 
[Mr.  Curry]  startled  the  country  with  the  ap- 
palling announcement  that  the  Republic  was 
holding  its  breath.  This  alarming  declaration 
stirred  for  a  moment  the  already  fluttering 
pulse  of  a  sensitive  people,  and,  but  for  its  con- 
stant repetition  upon  this  floor  by  the  sensa- 
tionists  who  live  in  the  murky  atmosphere  of 
this  tempest,  would  still  command  all  that  seri- 
ous consideration  to  which  earnestness  and 
sincerity  originally  commended  it.  And  now, 
sir,  that  the  storm  has  passed  away,  and  the 
Republic,  emerging  into  the  clear  blue  sky  of 
unimpassioned  reason,  gives  on  every  side  un- 
mistakable evidence  that  it  still  breathes,  I 
have  not  sought  the  floor  to  controvert  the  fact 
or  search  for  the  cause  of  so  direful  a  peril,  in 
the  very  jaws  of  which  the  nation  has  so  lately 
been  discovered.  The  gentleman  apprised  the 
country  as  well  of  the  primal  cause  as  of  the 
terrible  effect,  and,  with  the  same  earnestness 
and  sincerity  which  mark  all  his  course  here, 
declared  that  "  the  real  cause  of  the  agitation 
of  the  public  mind,  the  radix  of  the  excitement, 
i  sthe  anti-slavery  sentiment  of  the  North — the 
conviction  that  property  in  man  is  a  sin  and  a 
crime."  Not  wishing  to  deny,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  assuming  and  recognising  the  fact  thus 
stated,  that  there  does  exist  in  all  the  North, 
so  deep-seated  that  it  may  justly  be  termed 
radical;  and  so  firm  as  to  be  fundamental,  the 


conviction  that  property  in  man  is  a  sin  and  a 
crime,  I  have  thought  my  brief  hour  might  be 
best  occupied  in  discussing  the  question :  How 
has  and  how  ought  this  conviction  to  be  met? 

A  preliminary  inquiry,  indispensable  to  a  satis- 
factory answer,  suggests  itself  at  the  threshold. 
Whence  came  and  of  how  long  standing  is 
this  conviction,  the  very  existence  of  which  now 
seems  to  peril  the  Republic  ?  Men  who  stum- 
ble upon  it,  treat  it  as  something  new.  They 
start  back  from  it  as  from  a  dew  dogma — the 
offspring  of  some  maudlin  philanthropy,  some 
attenuated,  transcendental  philosophy,  some 
sickly  sentimentality,  born  of  the  hour,  bent  on 
mischief,  and  eager  to  overturn  and  subvert.  It 
is  condemned  as  the  creed  of  the  reformer,  and 
the  war  cry  of  the  innovator.  Against  it,  as 
against  the  sacrilegious  hand  of  an  invader,  is 
thrust  that  other  doctrine,  that  slavery  is  not 
only  not  a  sin  and  a  crime,  but  is  morally, 
socially,  and  politically,  a  positive  good,  "the 
highest  type  of  civilization  5 "  "  ennobling  to 
both  the 'white  and  the  black."  And  this  is 
puohed  forward  as  if  it  were  an  old  canon  of  the 
church,  or  an  old  defender  of  the  ancient  house- 
hold gods  of  the  Republic,  arrayed  in  the  habili- 
ments of  conservatism  and  peace.  It  is  of 
these  two  conflicting,  radically  antagonistic,  and 
fundamentally  hostile  ideas,  that  I  propose  to 
speak.  Whether  the  contact  of  these  two  dif- 
ferent theories  in  politics,  social  condition,  mo- 
rality, and  religion,  will  prove  to  be  il  an  irre- 
pressible conflict  of  opposing  and  enduring 
forces,"  it  is  not  in  my  way  to  inquire;  for 
words  and  phrases,  like  the  clothes  we  put  on, 
wear  out  and  are  laid  aside  when  they  can  ne 
longer  serve  the  uses  to  which  they  are  applied. 
To  the  politician,  who  finds  food  for  his  Intel 
lect,  and  inspiration  for  his  ambition,  in  beating 


the  dust  out  of  the  old  clothes  he  picks  up  by 
the  wayside,  I  turn  over  this  cast-off  garment 
of  the  member  of  this  House  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Payor,]  and  of  the  great  Senator 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  [Mr.  Seward.] 
They  have  both,  each  in  his  own  felicitous 
language,  pronounced  this  contact  of  these  two 
antagonistic  ideas  to  be  a  conflict  of  opposing 
forces,  and,  from  the  profound  depths  of  their 
philosophic  and  prophetic  minds,  they  have 
both  predicted  that,  in  the  nature  of  things,  there 
can  be  no  peace  in  this  conflict.  They  have 
both  prophesied  that  it  is  to  go  on  till  the  one 
shall  prevail  over  the  other — till  the  whole  na 
tion  shall  come  to  know  and  feel  and  acknowl- 
edge, in  a  living,  active,  practical  faith,  either 
that  slavery,  as  is  the  prophecy  of  the  one,  shall 
be  confessed  of  all  to  be  a  positive  good,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Divine  command,  approved  by 
the  wisdom  of  experience,  a  blessing  alike  to 
the  master  and  the  slave,  and  yet  to  be  uni- 
versal— or,  as  is  predicted  by  the  other,  all,  with 
one  assent,  shall  pronounce  it  a  sin  and  a  crime 
before  God  and  man  5  a  withering,  blighting 
curse  to  the  earth  it  rests  upon,  and  the  men 
who  walk  its  surface ;  from  under  which  the 
nation  shall  yet  lift  itself  to  the  plane  of  uni- 
versal freedom.  The  Virginian  has  clothed  his 
vaticinations  in  the  following  language,  at  once 
devout  and  militant : 

"  Repeatedly  have  we  asked  the  North, '  has  not  the  ex- 
periment of  universal  liberty  failed  ?  Are  not  the  evils  of 
free  society  intolerable?  and  do  not  most  thinking  men 
among  you  propose  to  subvert  and  reconstruct  it  ? '  Still  no 
answer.  This  gloomy  silence  is  another  conclusive  proof 
added  to  the  many  other  conclusive  evidences  we  had  fur- 
nished, that  tree  society,  in  the  long  run,  is  an  impracticable 
form  of  society.  It  is  everywhere  starving,  demoralized, 
infidel,  insurrectionary,  moribund.  *  *  *  Policy,  hu- 
manity, and  Christianity,  alike  forbid  the  extension  of  the 
evils  of  free  society  to  new  people  and  coming  generations. 

u  If,"  continues  our  philosopher,  on  the  other  hand,  "  sla- 
very be  unnatural,  immoral,  irreligious,  it  cannot  stand. 
Nature  is  truth,  and  is  sure  at  last  to  prevail.  Nature  is  the 
active  expression  of  God's  will,  and  men  are  not  long  per- 
mitted to  violate  that  will.  If  slavery  be  not  the  right,  the 
healthful  form  of  society,  it  will  not  endure  long.  But  it  has 
endured  already  for  countless  ages,  and  now  covers  nine- 
tenths  of  the  world.  Public  opinion  has  become  well  nigh 
omnipotent.  Two  opposing  and  conflicting  forms  of  society 
cannot,  among  civilized  men,  coexist  and  endure.  The  one 
must  give  way,  and  cease  to  exist,  the  other  become  univer- 
sal. If  free  society  be  unnatural,  immoral,  unchristian,  it 
must  fall,  and  give  way  to  a  social  system  old  as  the  world, 
universal  as  man.  The  war  between  the  two  systems  is 
raging  in  Europe  and  America,  and  will  continue  to  rage.  It 
is  a  war  of  extermination.  It  is  the  war  of  God  and  nature 
against  her  violators.  The  issue  will  soon  show  who  are 
those  violators,  and  who  are  fighting  the  battle  of  the  true 
faith,  *  *  *  the.  greatest,  most  momentous  battle  in 
which  mankind  ever  yet  engaged." — Richmond  Enquirer, 
Jan.  22, 1856. 

In  contrast  with  this  bellicose  piety  of  the 
Virginian,  I  place  the  calm  and  philosophic 
speculations  of  the  New  York  Senator,  who 
thus  with  truthfulness,  though  with  less  of  war- 
like "  rage,"  describes  the  same  contest : 

"  Hitherto,  the  two  systems  have  existed  in  different 
States,  but  side  by  side  within  the  American  Union.  This 
has  happened  because  the  Union  is  a  confederation  of  States. 
But  in  another  aspect,  the  United  States  constitute  only  one 
nation.  Increase  of  population,  which  is  filling  the  States 
out  to  their  very  borders,  together  with  a  new  and  extended 
network  of  railroads  and  other  avenues,  and  an  internal 


commerce  which  daily  becomes  more  intimate,  is  rapidly 
bringing  the  States  into  a  higher  and  more  perfect  social 
unity  or  consolidation.  Thus,  these  antagonistic  systems  are 
continually  coming  into  closer  contact,  and  collision  results. 
"  Shall  I  tell  you  what  this  collision  means  ?  They  who  think 
that  it  is  accidental,  unnecessary,  the  work  of  interested  or 
fanatical  agitators,  and  therefore  ephemeral,  mistake  the 
case  altogether.  It  is  an  irrepressible  conflict  between  op- 
posing and  enduring  forces,  and  it  means  that  the  United 
States  must  and  will,  sooner  or  later,  become  either  entirely 
a  slaveholding  nation,  or  entirely  a  lree-labor  nation.  Either 
the  cotton  and  rice  fields  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  sugar 
plantations  of. Louisiana,  will  ultimately  be  tilled  by  free  la- 
bor, and  Charleston  and  New  Orleans  become  marts  for  le- 
gitimate merchandise  alone,  or  else  the  rye  fields  and  wheat 
fields  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  must  again  be  surren- 
dered by  their  farmers  to  slave  culture,  and  to  the  produc- 
tion of  slaves,  and  Boston  and  New  York  become  once  more 
markets  for  trade  in  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men.  It  is  the 
failure  to  apprehend  this  great  truth  that  induces  so  many 
unsuccessful  attempts  at  final  compromise  between  th«.  slave 
and  free  States,  and  it  is  the  existence  of  this  great  fact  that 
renders  all  such  pretended  compromises,  when  made,  vain 
and  ephemeral." — Rochester  Sj^eech,  1858. 

Such,  as  it  appears  to  these  two  statesmen, 
is  the  nature  of  this  conflict.  They  differ  as 
to  the  result,  but  they  agree  as  to  the  character 
of  the  struggle.  In  all  the  essential  character- 
istics of  this  great  antagonism,  they  stand  side 
by  side,  and  only  in  their  prophecy  as  to  what 
shall  be  the  final  issue  do  they  part  company. 
The  rash  and  impetuous  Virginian,  born  be- 
neath the  blessed  auspices  of  the  institution  of 
slavery,  his  tender  ear  charmed  with  the  music 
of  the  clanking  symbols  of  its  beauty,  and  his 
mature  ambition  nursed  and  fed  with  the  milk 
of  its  fondling,  believes  that  slave  labor  will 
ultimately  triumph  over  free  labor ;  that  capi- 
ital  must  and  will  own  labor,  and  that  the  irre- 
sistible progress  of  events,  and  the  tendency  of 
the  whole  nation,  is  to  slaveholding.  The 
equipoised  and  philosophic  statesman  of  New 
York — alike  confident,  and  more  hopeful ;  it  may 
be,  because  reared  amid  the  braciug  influences 
of  free  institutions,  and  taught  from  early  in- 
fancy that  their  blessings  should  descend,  like 
the  dew  of  heaven,  on  all  alike ;  and  that  in  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  of  the  citi- 
zen, those  institutions  should  be  no  more  a  re- 
specter of  persons  than  is  the  God  his  people 
worship — rejoices  in  the  belief  that  in  this  con- 
test free  labor  will  ultimately  triumph  over 
slave  labor;  that  capital  and  labor,  mutually 
dependent,  shall  serve  and  bless  and  adorn 
each  other;  and  that  the  march  of  events  is 
onward  and  upward  to  that  higher  plane  of 
universal  freedom.  Such  is  the  future  for  this 
nation  which  opens  On  the  one  side  and  the 
other  to  the  prophetic  ken  of  these  two  states- 
men. With  the  eye  of  his  faith,  the  one  be- 
holds all  these  States,  in  the  future,  slavehold- 
ing ;  the  other,  all  free.  It  is  the  portentous 
calamity  of  these  times,  that,  to  embrace  the 
dark  and  dismal  faith  of  the  Virginian,  is,  in 
perversion  of  all  sense  and  truth,  hailed  as 
Democracy,  while  to  imbibe  the  hopeful  and 
glorious  inspiration  of  the  Senator,  is,  in  equal 
perversion  of  terms  and  of  truth,  denounced  as 
treason.  It  is  no  part  of  my  present  purpose 
to  discuss  the  probabilities  of  this  issue.  The 
sure  logic  of  events  is  moving  on  to  its  solu- 


tion  with  a  certainty  and  rapidity  to  which 
every  hour  is  giving  new  strength. 

I  turn  to  the  contemplation  of  some  of  the 
characteristics  of  this  mighty  struggle.  The 
great  mistake  of  this  conflict  of  opposing  ideas, 
embittering  and  misleading  all  involved  in  it, 
is  the  unblushing  assertion,  maintained  with 
an  effrontery  equalled  only  by  its  falsity,  that 
the  all-pervading  sentiment  of  the  North  that 
human  bondage  is  a  sin  and  a  crime,  is  a  new 
dogma.  And  like  unto  it  is  the  kindred  falsehood, 
which  arrogates  the  right  to  clothe  in  the  garb 
of  conservatism  and  peace  this  last  great  en- 
croaching pretence  of  slavery,  that  it  is  a  boon 
and  a  blessing  to  society.  It  is  neither  conserva- 
tism nor  peace,  but  invasion  and  subversion. 
The  conviction  that  property  in  man  is  a  sin 
and  a  crime,  encountered  in  its  march  North- 
ward by  the  slave  power,  in  a  resistance  so 
persistent  as  to  be  pronounced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  to  be  the  cause  and  root  of 
all  our  trouble,  is  no  new  doctrine,  born  of 
Northern  fanaticism  or  delusion.  It  is  older 
than  the  Republic,  and  was  the  deep-seated 
conviction  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
and  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  when  the 
nation  began  its  existence.  It  was  here  then, 
and  it  was  everywhere  in  the  country.  The 
statesman,  the  divine,  the  forum,  the  pulpit, 
the  press,  the  school,  the  fire-side,  all  gave  it 
voice.  He  who  denies  it,  puts  behind  him  the 
recorded  opinions  of  the  times,  and  shuts  his 
eyes  to  the  evidences  emblazoned  on  every 
page  of  the  early  history  of  the  country  and 
the  Government.  I  do  not  propose  to  consume 
any  portion  of  my  hour  in  reproducing  the 
evidence,  so  positive,  so  entirely  concurrent, 
and  so  ample,  which  abounds  on  every  band 
in  the  pathway  this  nation  has  trod,  from  in- 
fancy to  the  fullness  of  stature,  that  slavery  is 
a  political,  social,  and  moral  evil — a  curse,  and 
not  a  blessing.  Spread  upon  the  debates  of 
the  present  session,  from  the  lips  of  the  fathers 
and  of  the  early  statesmen  of  every  section  of 
the  country,  stand,  uncontradicted  and  unde- 
nied,  their  recorded  conviction  that  property 
in  man  is  a  sin  and  a  crime.  I  shall  content 
myself  with  reproducing,  from  this  mass  of 
testimony  now  upon  the  record,  the  confession 
made  in  our  hearing,  by  two  of  the  most  zeal- 
ous expounders  of  that  opposite  and  antago- 
nistic doctrine,  that  slavery  is  a  moral,  social, 
and  political  good — from  their  lips  I  produce 
the  confession  both  of  the  early  conviction  and 
the  change  which  these  times  have  wrought, 
even  upon  slaveholders  themselves.  One  of 
the  Senators  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mason,]  in  a 
recent  debate,  thus  admits  the  change  of  opin- 
ion in  the  whole  South,  and  states  the  conclu- 
sion to  which  a  new  faith  has  brought  them  : 

"  What  I  meant  to  say  the  other  day,  and  what  I  think  I 
did  say,  was  this  :  that  because  of  the  agitation  by  one  por- 
tion ol'  this  Union  on  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  siavery, 
the  mind  of  the  South  had  been  brought  more  deeply  ami 
considerately  to  ponder  upon  it ;  the  mmd  of  the  South  had 
been  brought  by  that  agitation  to  look  further  into  the  con- 


dition of  slavery,  and  into  the  consequences  that  resulted 
from  it ;  and  I  was  satisfied  that  the  mind  of  the  South  had 
undergone  a  change  to  this  great  extent :  that  it  was  now 
almost  the  universal  belief  in  the  South,  not  only  that  the 
condition  of  African  bondage  in  their  midst  was  the  best 
condition  to  which  the  African  race  had  ever  been  subjected, 
but  that  it  had  the  effect  of  ennobling  both  races,  the  white 
and  the  black." 

A  colleague  of  that  Senator  in  this  House, 
[Mr.  Pryor,]  to  whose  opinions  upon  this  subject 
I  have  before  had  occasion  to  allude,  has  gone 
further,  and  has  not  only  confessed  the  change 
which  slaveholders  have  experienced,  but  Jias 
been  enabled  to  fix  the  precise  time  and  cause 
of  the  change.  According  to  him,  sir,  this 
pentecostal  conversion  of  slaveholders  to  the 
pious  glory  of  their  own  system  was  caused  by 
a  discovery  made  by  an  exploring  expedition 
among  the  catacombs  of  Virginia  within  the 
present  generation.  In  a  recent  eulogy  upon 
his  deceased  predecessor,  out  of  which  even 
Southern  conservatism  could  not  keep  the  agi- 
tation of  this  subject,  he  invoked  the  admira- 
tion of  mankind  upon  the  boldness  and  sagaci- 
ty of  that  predecessor  in  stifling  the  anti-slavery 
impulses  of  the  Virginia  Convention  of  1832, 
and  then  proceeds  in  this  wise : 

"  Afterward,  by  common  consent,  the  extravagances  of  a 
popular  panic  were  covered  with  a  vail  of  oblivion.  But  the 
effect  of  that  interesting  episode  in  the  history  of  Virginia  was 
not  so  evanescent  and  inconsequential.  For  the  first  time, 
citizens  of  a  slaveholding  community  were  driven,  by  the 
apparent  insecurity  of  the  system,  to  explore  its  foundations  ; 
aud  with  a  result  for  which  very  few  persons  were  prepared. 
In  contravention  of  traditional  ideas,  it  was  discovered  and 
demonstrated  that  negro  slavery,  instead  of  being  an  acci- 
dental evil,  which  men  tolerate  merely  for  want  of  a  practi- 
cable remedy,  is  an  institution  which  exists  in  virtue  of  the 
most  essential  human  interests,  and  the  highest  sanctions  of 
the  moral  law.  From  that  day,  the  slaveholder  stood  on 
surer  and  more  solid  ground.  From  that  day,  his  conscience 
being  clear,  and  his  judgment  convinced,  he  renounced  the 
expedients  of  apology  and  extenuation,  aud  planted  himself 
on  the  impregnable  basis  of  reason  and  right." 

It  is  the  attempt  to  force  this  conversion 
upon  the  whole  nation  which  has  kindled,  and 
is  still  fanning,  the  flames  of  civil  discord.  It 
is  an  old  method  of  propagating  a  new  faith,  one 
which  has  broken  down  and  failed  everywhere 
else,  and  must  meet  with  like  discomfiture 
here.  It  is  the  resistance  encountered  in  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  the  judgment  and  con- 
science of  the  entire  nation  the  old  deep-seated 
conviction  that  property  in  man  is  a  sin  and  a 
crime,  and  enthroning  the  new  dogma  that 
slavery  is  a  blessing,  which  is  the  cause,  the 
radix,  of  all  agitation  and  commotion  in  the 
land.  Fire  and  the  fagot  even  have  proved 
impotent,  though  backed  by  standing  armies, 
when  invoked  as  instrumentalities  for  the  prop- 
agation of  the  holy  religion  itself  5  and  the  flames 
they  have  kindled  have  only  licked  up  and  con- 
sumed those  who  fanned  them.  Man  never  was 
and  never  will  he  forced  to  believe  anything. 
That  slavery  is  a  sin  and  a  crime,  the  propagand- 
ist admits  is  a  conviction  of  the  judgment  and 
heart  of  the  North,  and,  till  lately,  of  the  whole 
nation,  yet  he  fails  altogether  to  treat  it  as 
such.  If  this  faith  in  which  the  Northern 
heart  and  soul  has  grown  up — the  faith  of 
their  fathers   and   of  yours— is   ever  to  give 


place  to  one,  not  only  new,  but  scarce  yet 
secure  in  its  dominion  over  the  Southern  mind 
even,  by  what  means  is  this  change  to  be  ac- 
complished ?  By  what  instrumentalities  is  the 
reason  of  a  whole  people  to  be  subjugated,  its 
conscience  conquered,  and  its  faith  extinguish- 
ed ?  He  who  rises  up  to  teach  a  new  system 
of  morals,  a  new  standard  of  ethics,  would  do 
well,  before  he  lays  a  ruthless  hand  upon  the 
pillars  of  ancient  belief,  or  thrusts  it  underneath 
the  foundation  stones  of  unshaken  convictions, 
to  first  count  the  cost,  and,  from  a  careful  sur- 
vey of  the  whole  field  of  polemics,  to  select, 
and,  from  the  whole  store-house  of  human  ex- 
perience and  wisdom,  to  direct  and  command 
an  agency  potent  enough  for  his  Herculean  un- 
dertaking. A  conviction  can  never  be  driven 
out  of  a  man  until  his  whole  nature  shall  be 
changed,  and  he  ceases  to  be  a  man.  Chains 
and  the  dungeon — yea,  stripes^  and  tortures, 
and  the  stake,  even— have  only  served  to  build 
up,  to  strengthen,  and  to  glorify,  that  they  have 
been  marshalled  to  exterminate.  The  blood  of 
the  martyrs  is  no  more  the  seed  of  one  church 
than  of  another.  A  man's  limbs,  his  muscles, 
his  body,  and,  if  need  be,  his  life,  may  yield  to 
force ;  but  his  judgment,  his  conscience,  his 
convictions,  never. 

The  history  of  the  world  contains  no  instance 
of  a  people  who  have  yielded  up  the  convictions 
of  an  enlightened  judgment  and  an  honest  con- 
science to  the  terror  of  tnreats  and  physical 
force.  Yet  these,  and  more  vain  than  these,  are 
the  instrumentalities  chosen,  by  the  apostles 
of  the  new  and  sweeping  doctrine  that  slavery 
is,  in  and  of  itself,  a  boon  and  a  blessing,  to  sub- 
vert in  us  the  faith  taught  us  by  their  fathers 
and  ours — a  faith  in  which,  till  our  day,  the 
united  voice  of  the  whole  nation  concurred,  and 
which  found  its  most  earnest  supporters  and 
its  sincerest  disciples  among  those  to  whom  ex- 
perience was  a  daily  preacher.  For,  be  it  re- 
membered, throughout  all  this  controversy,  that 
the  doctrine  that  slavery  is  a  social,  moral,  and 
political  good,  a  doctrine  which  now  threatens 
the  overthrow  of  the  Government,  if  need  be,  to 
establish  itself  as  the  dominant,  living,  practi* 
cal  creed  of  the  nation,  has,  in  its  march  to  its 
present  arrogant  and  defiant  position,  met 
with  no  opposition  so  serious  as  the  recorded 
testimony  of  Southern  statesmen  themselves, 
men  who,  while  beneath  the  shadow  of  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery  itself,  still  spoke  of  the 
things  they  saw  and  knew,  in  a  language  which 
cannot  be  misunderstood.  They  all,  with  one 
accord,  and  with  a  concurrent  and  solemn  testi- 
mony swelling  into  a  volume,  pronounced  the 
institution  of  slavery  an  unmitigated  wrong,  a 
blighting  curse  to  the  land  it  rests  upon,  a  sin 
and  a  crime 'in  the  people  who  gather  its  guilty 
fruits. 

And  what  are  the  instrumentalities  invoked 
to  dislodge  the  deep-seated,  conscientious  con- 
viction of  the  lifetime  of  a  whole  people,  and 
install  in  its  place  the  dogma  which  this  day 


seeks  to  cover  with  the  mantle  of  religion  the 
foul  deformity  which  stalks  in  hideous  naked- 
ness through  all  the  land  where  slavery  dwells  I 
Threats  are  the  potent  enginery  of  these  times 
and  of  this  work,  and  the  conversion  of  the  na- 
tion is  to  be  achieved  by  the  irresistible  agency 
of  terror.  The  whole  complex  machinery  now 
in  active  operation  at  a  thousand  stand-points, 
covering  its  movements  by  every  device  and 
pretence  which  human  ingenuity  and  hypocrisy 
can  invent,  and  concealing  its  true  character  as 
it  moves  on  with  stealthy  tread  to  its  purposes, 
has  but  one  ruling  principle  and  controlling 
motive  power — and  that  is  the  power  to  work 
upon  the  fears  of  the  people,  at  whatever  ave- 
nue of  approach  it  may  select.  By  force,  and 
not  by  argument,  is  this  conviction  to  be  driven 
out,  and  its  place  usurped.  The  slow  process 
of  reason  is  to  be  discarded,  and  the  surer  one 
of  subjugation  adopted  in  its  stead.  The  spirit 
of  propagation,  now  bold  and  defiant  as  an 
army  with  banners,  and  now  as  subtle  and  soft 
in  its  tread  as  the  velvet  foot-fall  of  the  cat, 
still  moulds  its  protean  shape  to  every  similitude 
the  exigencies  of  such  a  service  may  require. 
Whether  it  be  the  gorgon  head  of  disunion, 
which  rise3  upon  this  floor  and  threatens  trea- 
son till  timid  conservatism  quakes  and  quails, 
or  whether  it  be  lean  and  lank  non-intercourse, 
under  whose  auspices  the  whole  manufacturing 
energy  of  a  great  State  has  culminated  in  two 
suits  of  gray  homespun,  flaunted  in  these  Halls 
into  the  very  face  of  faint-hearted  trade,  or 
whether  it  be  the  political  seer,  holding  up  his 
horoscope  to  the  gaze  of  the  wondering,  till 
simplicity  turns  pale  and  shudders  when  it  is 
bidden  to  read,  magnified  and  horrified  in  his 
magic  lantern,  the  painted  words,  "  This  is  the 
beginning  op  the  end  " — whatever  shape  it 
assumes,  whatever  avenue  it  approaches,  what- 
ever time  or  occasion  it  seizes  upon  or  form  it 
puts  on,  it  is  one  and  the  same  thing — an  at- 
tempt to  convert  a  whole  people  to  a  new  and 
detested  and  infamous  dogma,  by  appeals  to  its 
fears. 

Foremost  and  loudest  among  these  threats 
are  those  denominated  political  threats,  made 
in  the  Halls  of  Congress,  and  faintly  echoed 
back  from  feebler  lungs  at  a  distance.  During 
the  two  months'  contest  for  Speaker,  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Democratic  party  openly 
proclaimed  upon  this  floor  their  purpose  to 
commit  treason,  and  rend  asunder  the  Govern- 
ment they  have  sworn  to  support,  unless  we 
abandoned  the  faith  of  our  fathers,  and  bowed 
down  before  this  new  divinity  their  own  hands 
had  created.  Blistering  the  official  records  of 
this  House,  stands  the  open  threat  of  the  mas- 
ters of  the  Democratic  party,  that,  if  called  by 
the  people  to  render  an  account  of  their  stew- 
ardship, if  summoned  by  the  ballot  to  sur- 
render the  reins  of  Government  to  a  Republi- 
can President,  sooner  than  obey  that  summons, 
they  would  raze  this  Government  "from  turret 
to  foundation  stone."     And  then,  with  the  cool- 
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ness  of  brass,  they  call  upon  us  to  come  to  their 
rescue,  and  save  them  from  committing  trea- 
son, by  abstaining  ourselves  from  the  exercise 
of  our  constitutional  rights  in  choosing  a 
Speaker  of  this  House  or  a  President  of  the 
United  States.  He  who  exercises  the  elective 
franchise  at  the  bidding  of  another,  is  himself 
a  slave  ;  and  he  who  dictates  when  and  how 
that  franchise  shall  be  exercised,  is  the  master. 
Yet  the  masters  of  negro  slaves,  and  of  the 
Democratic  party,  have  the  brazen  effrontery 
to  propose  to  Northern  freemen  this  degrading 
slavery,  as  the  only  condition  upon  which  they 
will  omit  the  commission  of  treason  themselves, 
and  suffer  the  Union  to  continue.  The  man 
who  will  bend  to  this  impudent  threat,  and  thus 
put  his  vote,  his  judgment,  and  the  conscien- 
tious convictions  of  his  life,  in  the  keeping  of 
another,  has  already  a  collar  about  his  neck, 
and  needs  no  change  of  condition,  but  only  of 
-  color,  to  adorn  a  plantation.  He  never  per- 
formed an  act  under  a  menace,  who  did  not 
compromit  his  honor.  And  he,  among  Northern 
men,  who  turns  either  to  the  right  or  to  the  left 
because  of  this  threat,  and  does  not  the  rather 
move  right  on  upon  the  line  of  his  duty,  with 
a  firmer  step  and  a  higher  brow,  so  long  as  it 
is  held  in  ierrorem  over  his  head,  is  a  craven 
of  too  little  spirit  to  be  a  freeman,  and  of  too 
poor  material  to  be  a  slave.  These  are  argu- 
ments to  which  it  as  little  becomes  a  freeman 
to  listen,  as  it  does  a  patriot  to  offer  them. 
They  will  bring  home  to  their  authors  no  other 
fruit  than  discomfiture  and  dismay.  They  will 
have  no  other  effect  upon  those  to  whom  they 
are  addressed,  than  to  make  more  universal 
aud  settled  the  conviction  that  slavery,  out  of 
whose  womb  they  issue,  is  indeed  the  mother 
of  sin  and  crime. 

Co-operating  with  the  treasonable  threat  to 
destroy,  if  not  permitted  to  control  the  Govern- 
ment, and  employed  for  the  same  ultimate  pur- 
pose, is  that  aimed  at  trade — the  commercial, 
the  mercenary  threat.  There  is  to  be  no  more 
trade  by  the  new  converts  with  the  old  sinners, 
till  the  old  altars  are  pulled  down,  and  the  black 
god  of  slavery  is  installed  in  every  Northern 
sanctuary,  to  receive  the  homage  of  freemen. 

Those  who  cannot  be  driven  with  the  threat 
of  disunion  are  to  be  approached  with  a  price. 
The  Scribes  and  the  Pharisees  of  this  day  count 
out  their  thirty  pieces  of  silver,. and  the  Judases 
are  not  wanting.  Public  advertisement  is  made 
upon  what  terms  exemption  can  be  purchased 
from  the  consequences  which  hang  upon  this 
threat.  Southern  agents  traverse  Northern 
cities,  and  confessionals  are  constituted  at  the 
principal  marts  of  business,  to  which,  with  an 
eye  to  the  main  chance,  the  trembling  penitent 
flock,  and  absolution  from  the  heresy  of  their 
lives  is  vouchsafed  for  a  consideration.  Straight- 
way the  names  of  the  penitent  are  inscribed 
on  the  white  roll,  and  their  wares  commended 
to  the  patronage  of  the  faithful,  while  all  who 
slight  these  offered  terms  of  reconciliation,  and, 


refusing  to  pay  the  price,  turn  their  indifferent 
footsteps  away  from  the  portals  of  this  confes- 
sional, awake  only  to  read  their  names  in  the 
black  list,  and  to  find  their  goods  doomed  to 
encounter  the  chilling  neglect  of  the  devotees 
of  this  new  faith.  But  competition  in  this,  as 
in  all  other  business  transactions,  is  likely  to 
overdo  this  new  method  of  converting  a  whole 
people  from  the  errors  of  its  life  by  the  argu- 
ment of  the  ledger  and  per  centage.  Already 
Southern  speculators  in  conscientious  scruples, 
with  advertising  circulars  and  indulgence  bro- 
kers scattered  all  over  the  North,  have  offered 
so  easy  terms,  and  made  the  way  to  mercantile 
salvation  so  broad,  that  not  only  is  the  market 
overstocked,  but  the  quality  of  the  article  is 
greatly  cheapened.  And  now  a  new  convert 
north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  falls  forth- 
with below  par,  and  passes  at  once  into  the 
uncurrent  circulation  of  the  country.  Have 
men  engaged  in  this  forcible-feeble  crusade 
upon  the  business  of  the  North  for  opinion's 
sake  ever  stopped  to  consider  how  beneficial 
would  have  been  the  results  achieved  by  this 
process,  had  it  proved  ever  so  successful  ?  Have 
they  failed  to  see  that  in  this  traffic  they  are 
purchasing  only  those  who  are  for  sale  ?  When 
a  man  has  sold  himself  once,  the  process  be- 
comes easier,  and  the  price  less,  as  the  tempta- 
tions multiply,  until  he  becomes  a  drug  in  the 
market,  and  can  find  no  purchaser.  A  man's 
honor,  like  a  woman's  virtue,  once  stained, 
sinks  beyond  recovery.  And  he  who  will  sell 
his  principles  with  his  dry  goods,  and  box  up 
both  together  for  a  Southern  market,  has  lost 
only  the  opportunity  to  have  underbid  Judas 
himself,  and  to  have  robbed  him,  at  once,  of 
his  silver  and  his  infamy. 

The  community  or  party  which,  for  the  sake 
of  mere  numbers,  takes  such  venality  to  its 
embrace,  is  far  behind,  in  political  wisdom,  that 
policy  which,  to  people  new  States,  opens  prison 
doors,  and  pollutes  the  current  of  life  with 
the  pestiferous  rottenness  of  the  old.  Let  not 
the  South  deceive  itself,  but  let  it  look  at  the 
means  through  which  it  seeks  Northern  support 
against  Northern  conviction,  and  then  judge  of 
its  value. 

They  who  trust  the  professional  Union-savers 
of  the  North,  while  turning  panic  to  profit  and 
principles  into  merchandise  before  their  eyes, 
are  blindly  and  stupidly  leaning  on  a  broken 
reed,  which  will  most  assuredly  pierce  the  side. 
This  kind  of  traffic,  like  every  other,  will  seek 
the  best  market  5  and  those  principles  which  are 
sold  to  day  with  the  box  of  goods  shipped  for 
the  Southern  trade,  will  as  soon  go  to  any  other 
section,  and  pander  to  any  other  prejudice  or 
caprice,  whenever  the  demand  or  the  per  cent- 
age  will  justify  the  shipment  in  that  direction. 
Ships  thus  freighted  always  sail  before  the 
wind.  Even  now,  the  emissaries  sent  North 
to  propagate  this  new  faith,  with  the  Dred  Scott 
decision  for  a  Bible  in  one  hand,  and  an  ink- 
horn  and  book  in  the  other,  going  from  door  to 


door  and  from  city  to  city,  and  holding  up  be- 
fore timid,  slinking  selfishness  the  alternative 
of  submission  to  the  one  or  a  black  record  in 
'he  other,  are  being  mocked  by  the  sly  and 
;  lippery  converts  whose  absolution  fee  they 
pocket  with  so  much  "  national  conservative  " 
nnction.  And,  before  the  shadow  of  these  politi- 
cal colporteurs  has  disappeared  from  the  count- 
ing-room, the  cost  of  this  mercantile  salvation 
is  added,  like  freight  and  cartage,  to  the  next 
bill,  or,  it  may  be,  to  the  next  dozen  bills  of 
goods  sent,  labelled  "  sound,"  back  to  that  mart 
which  buys  only  of  those  who  sell  their  princi- 
ples and  wares  together.  Thus  it  is  that  this 
tax  upon  proofs  of  political  piety,  which  seems 
so  grievous  to  be  borne,  comes  back,  multiplied 
manifold,  from  out  the  very  coffers  of  the  arro- 
gant and  domineering  slave  power,  into  the 
pocket  of  the  Northern  devotee,  kneeling  South- 
ward, behind  his  own  counter. 

But  there  is  a  law  which  governs  trade, 
stronger  than  politics  or  parties,  and  indifferent 
alike  to  threats  and  entreaties ;  and  that  is  the 
law  of  profits.  Men  will  buy  where  they  buy 
cheapest,  and  sell  where  they  they  can  sell  best. 
No  human  enactment  has  ever  yet  annulled 
this  controlling  rule  of  trade,  no  human  device 
has  ever  yet  proved  itself  sufficient  to  cope 
with  or  circumvent  it,  and  no  danger  has  seem- 
ed appalling  enough  to  altogether  check  it. 
This  law  has  pushed  the  search  for  wealth  into 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  into  the  face  of 
every  peril.  It  has  plowed  the  Arctic  ice  up 
to  the  polar  sea,  and  has  confronted  the  canni- 
bal beneath  the  southern  cross.  Pestilence 
lias  failed  to  stay  its  venturous  footsteps,  and 
war  itself  is  but  a  summons  to  a  richer  har- 
vest, to  be  gathered  from  beneath  the  smoke 
and  dust  of  tramping  armies.  How  foolish 
and  futile,  then,  for  a  little  country  newspaper 
in  Atalanta,  Georgia,  or  a  Lilliputian  copart- 
nership in  Richmond,  Virginia,  to  level  pop- 
guns and  hurl  paper  anathemas,  arrayed  in 
black  or  white,  as  the  pay  may  be,  against  the 
universal  trading  world,  moving  on  in  one 
beaten  pathway,  guided  by  one  all-controlling, 

milinching,  unrelaxing  law,  which  heeds  no 
more  than  the  idle  wind  the  tempest  of  the 
hour.  And  thus  it  proved,  that  during  all  this 
time  that  the  nation  has  been  holding  its 
breath,  and  the  politicians  wasting  theirs,  the 
account  current  has  shown  more  Southern 
trade  at  New  York,  at  Boston,  at  Lynn,  and  at 
every  other  Northern  mart,  than  during  any 
other  corresponding  period  for  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century. 

But  as  these  devices,  wherewith  to  displace 
the  long-settled  conviction  of  the  Northern 
conscience,  that  slavery  is  a  sin  and  a  crime, 
iind  install  in  its  place  the  revolting  and  dam- 

ling  dogma  that  justifies  and  sanctifies  and 
blesses  it — 'as  these  devices  one  after  another 
fXll,  and  pas3  to  the  wreck  of  human  contri- 
vances, in  contravention  of  the  immutable  and 
immovable  laws  of  justice  and  right,  other3 


are  resorted  to  with  a  bolder  hand  and  a 
fiercer  spirit.  Liberty  of  thought  and  of 
speech  is  assaulted  by  the  cohorts  of  slavery 
propagandism,  with  a  fury  equal  only  to  that 
which,  in  a  better  cause,  and  for  its  very  deliv- 
erance, in  revolutionary  France,  struck  off  to- 
gether the  fetters  of  the  press,  and  the  head  of 
the  monarch  who  forged  them.  If  men  will 
not,  for  the  sake  of  saving  slaveholders  from 
committing  treason,  nor  even  that  they  them- 
selves may  fatten  on  Southern  trade,  give  up 
the  faith  of  their  fathers,  and  the  inbred  solemn 
convictions  of  their  own  souls  that  the  fruit  of 
human  bondage  is  only  evil,  and  that  continu- 
ally, then,  by  all  the  powers  of  the  whole  slave 
kingdom  and  its  Northern  allies,  they  shall  not 
give  utterance  to  the  thoughts  within  them. 

The  press  that  offends  against  this  self-con- 
stituted censorship  is  sunk  beyond  fathom,  and 
the  editor  himself,  who  persistently  claims  and 
clings  to  the  constitutional  covenant  that  bids 
him  speak,  and  the  nation  shall  hear,  is  shot 
down  and  made  food  for  dogs.  Mails  are  rifled, 
and  an  army  of  country  postmasters,  with  their 
subalterns,  well  nigh  as  large  as  that  which 
followed  the  fortunes  of  absolutism  on  the 
plains  of  Solferino,  is  commanded  by  a  gen- 
eral order  emanating  from  the  central,  moving 
spirit  and  power,  to  break  the  sacred  seal  of 
private  correspondence,  and  commit  to  the 
flames  whatever  may  be  found  not  in  harmony 
with  the  key-note  in  which  are  sung  the  praises 
and  blessings  of  slavery.  The  sacredness  of 
person  is  invaded;  and  whether  men  shall 
travel  in  safety,  no  longer  depends  upon  what 
they  do,  but  what  they  think.  The  Constitution, 
which  wraps  itself  like  a  coat  of  mail  around 
the  citizen,  for  his  protection,  wherever  his 
footsteps  may  lead  him  within  the  broad  limits 
of  this  Republic,  is  set  at  naught,  and  its  very 
joints  pierced  as  worthless  gossamer,  by  the 
fell  spirit  of  this  demon  in  its  mad  attempt  to 
bend  every  knee  before  its  altar.  At  its  bid- 
ding, men  repudiate  their  debts  and  banish 
their  creditors.  By  its  ethics,  contracts  with 
Northern  men,  as  with  heretics,  are  dissolved 
into  thin  air,  and  he  whose,  business  pursuits 
call  him  from  a  free  North,  within  the  shadow 
of  this  institution,  is  tracked  from  city  to  city, 
and  his  every  movement  subjected  to  an  espi- 
onage which  would  disgrace  the  despotism  of 
Russia,  and  set  France  in  a  blaze.  A  North- 
ern man  may  to-day  roam  the  world  over,  out* 
side  of  the  Southern  States,  free  in  thought  and 
speech,  in  more  safety  of  person  than  he  can 
inside  of  them.  And  all  this  because  he  will 
not  abjure  his  fathers'  faith  and  his  own,  and 
take  to  his  embrace,  without  question,  the  hor- 
rid tenets  of  a  dogma  admitted  by  its  preachers 
to  have  been  born  of  the  light  and  of  the  spirit 
which  descended  upon  the  heads  of  a  chosen 
few  of  this  generation  only. 

But,  sir,  these  instruments  of  warfare  recoil 
upon  those  who  use  them.  These  fruits  of  the 
institution  move  the  inquiring  mind  to  look  at 


the  tree  itself  which  bears  them.  These  mani- 
festations of  the  spirit  which  animates  the  sys- 
tem of  slavery,  lead  us  to  look  downward  and 
not  upward  for  its  author.  Every  day's  teach- 
ing to  which  it  thus  subjects  us  but  opens  our 
eyes  to  its  enormities,  and  drives  us  from  it  as 
from  the  plague.  Every  day's  experience  of 
the  passions  it  foments,  of  the  intolerance  it 
begets,  of  the  domination  it  asserts,  and  of  the 
crimes  it  commits,  demonstrates  more  clearly 
that  its  hand  is  against  every  man's  hand,  and 
that  foul-mouthed  curses  follow  in  its  train. 

I  assure  gentlemen  that  their  work  of  con- 
version, with  all  the  appliances  of  threats,  with 
all  the  blandishments  of  favor,  with  all  the 
scourges  and  stripes  they  have  invoked  to 
their  aid,  is,  after  all,  a  failure.  You  may 
subject  us  to  further  experiment  and  indignity, 
for  the  power  is  in  your  hands.  That  all  wise 
Providence,  whose  inscrutable  ways  are  past 
finding  out,  has,  in  working  put  the  great  pur- 
poses of  His  government,  placed  this  people 
for  a  time  in  your  keeping,  as  He  did  of  old 
His  chosen  people  in  charge  of  the  slaveholders 
of  Egypt.  Yours  is  the  Executive  and  the 
Supreme  Court.  Further  trial  with  these  in- 
strumentalities to  bend  our  knee  to  this  Moloch 
awaits  us  yet  a  little  longer.  It  may  be  that  this 
spirit  which  rules  you  and  us,  as  it  sees  the  sands 
of  its  power  running  out,  will  attempt,  in  its 
rage,  to  thrust  us  still  farther  between  the  pat- 
ronage and  power  of  the  one,  and  the  inexorable 
decrees  of  the  other,  as  the  incorrigible  victims 
of  the  Spanish  Inquisition  were  bound,  at  last, 
to  the  floor  of  their  prison-house*  while  the  walls, 
on  the  one  side  and  the  other,  were  made  to 
move  towards  each  other  with  a  slow  and  silent 
but  sure  and  awful  approach,  which  no  human 
agency  could  stay.  But,  sir,  history  tells  us 
that  even  this  hellish  enginery  proved  impotent 
to  crush  out  the  true  faith,  and  served  only,  in 
the  end,  to  build  it  up  and  strengthen  its  pil- 
lars. In  this  hope,  and  in  this  faith,  we  bide 
our  time. 

We  tell  yOu  candidly,  yet  firmly,  we  will  have 
none  of  your  institution  among  us.  If  you  are 
not  content  to  leave  this  matter  as  your  fathers 
and  ours  left  it,  on  your  heads,  not  ours,  be  the 


consequences.  We  take  this  thing  as  it  camo 
to  us,  and  we  will  take  no  more  of  it.  Hug  this 
institution  to  your  own  bosoms,  if  you  please, 
where  your  fathers  and  ours  left  it,  and  we  will 
not  touch  so  much  as  a  hair  of  its  head.  Chango 
your  own  opinions,  and  spit  upon  those  of  you? 
fathers,  if  it  seem  well  so  to  do  ;  but  you  have  no 
right  to  demand  any  such  change  in  us.  You 
may  pluck  the  beards  of  your  fathers ;  we  will 
bow  before  ours.  You  may  worship  new  gods  ; 
we  will  venerate  the  old  ones.  You  may  call  evil 
good,  and  black  white  ;  but  we  shall  pervert  no 
terms,  and  renounce  no  self-evident  truths.  We 
do  not  question  your  sincerity  *,  you  shall  not 
ours.  The  policy  of  your  fathers  and  ours  was 
the  same,  and  unmistakable ;  you  seek  to 
change,  we  to  abide  by  it.  They  have  set  the 
landmarks;  you  are  striving  to  remove,  we  to 
maintain  them.  Let  the  curse  for  so  doing 
fall  where  it  belongs.  You  say  that  you  be- 
lieve slavery  to  be  a  blessing ;  you  can  keep  it ; 
we  cannot  deprive  you  of  it.  We  know  free- 
dom to  be  a  blessing  past  measure,  and  you 
cannot  rob  us  of  it.  Let  us  understand  each 
other  better.  You  demand  that  the  whole  pol- 
icy of  the  Government,  from  the  first  morn 
of  its  existence,  shall  be  reversed,  or  you  will 
dissolve  this  Union,  and  shiver  the  whole  fabric 
to  atoms ;  we  demand  that  that  whole  policy 
shall  be  maintained,  and  with  it  the  Union  and 
the  grand  old  temple,  intact  from  base  to  pin- 
nacle. If  you  have  anything  to  tear  down,  on 
your  heads,  and  not  ours,  will  it  fall.  If  you  are 
bent  on  treason,  upon  you,  and  not  upon  us,  rest 
the  consequences.  We  cannot  swerve  from 
the  right  line  of  our  pathway,  illumined  as  it  ij 
by  conscience  and  duty,  even  though  it  be  to 
save  you  from  your  own  treason.  We  cannc  ; 
dishonor  ourselves,  lest  you  let  fall  the  axe  upo 
your  own  heads.  Into  this  temple,  built  b  ' 
your  fathers  and  ours,  we  daily  enter,  and  turn 
our  faces  to  the  symbols  of  their  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  which  illustrate  and  adorn  its  wall : 
on  every  side.  If  you  follow  after  new  and 
strange  gods,  be  content  in  your  own  worship  ; 
but  suffer  us  to  cling  to  the  ancient  pillar  : 
which  sustain  the  ample  arches  that  span  us 
all. 
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